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The world of Freemasonry exerts a powerful influence on the modern imagination. To some

they represent a powerful and shadowy elite who have manipulated world history throughout

the ages, while to others they are an altogether more mundane and benign fraternal

organization. This thorough reference explores the obscure and uncertain origins of

Freemasonry and examines the validity of claims surrounding its early association with the

Temple of Solomon and the Knights Templar. It also explains the rituals and practices of

Freemasonry, which have been viewed as variously obscure, pointless, baffling, and even

sinister. The historical significance of Masonry—including its role in colonial America—is also

addressed along with its position and role in contemporary society.



The world of Freemasonry exerts a powerful influence on the modern imagination. In an age

when perceived notions of history are being increasingly questioned and re-examined it is

perhaps inevitable that secretive societies such as the Freemasons find themselves at the

centre of considerable speculation and conjecture. To some they represent a powerful and

shadowy elite who have manipulated world history throughout the ages, whilst to others they

are an altogether more mundane and benign fraternal organisation.Giles Morgan begins by

exploring the obscure and uncertain origins of Freemasonry. It has been variously argued that

it derives from the practices of medieval stonemasons, that it dates to events surrounding the

construction of the Temple of Solomon and that it is connected to ancient Mystery Cults. One

of the major and often disputed claims made for Freemasonry is that it is directly attributable to

the Knights Templar, generating a wealth of best-selling publications such as ‘The Holy Blood

and the Holy Grail’ and more recently Dan Brown’s ‘The Da Vinci Code’, linking Freemasonry

to a supposed secret order known as the Priory of Sion who are the guardians of the true

nature of the Holy Grail.Freemasonry today is a worldwide phenomenon that accepts

membership from a diverse ethnic and religious range of backgrounds. Entry to Freemasonry

requires a belief in a Supreme Being although it insists it does not constitute a religion in itself.

The rituals and practices of Freemasonry have been viewed as variously obscure, pointless,

baffling, sinister and frightening. An intensely stratified and hierarchical structure underpins

most Masonic orders whose activities are focussed within meeting points usually termed as

Lodges. Giles Morgan examines its historical significance (George Washington and Benjamin

Franklin were both Masons) and its position and role in contemporary society.Giles Morgan is

the author of the Pocket Essentials on , , , and . He currently lives in

Harrow.FreemasonryGILES MORGAN ContentsIntroduction1: What is Freemasonry?2: The
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pagesCopyrightIntroductionFreemasonry is a topic that polarises opinion. Much of the

controversy which surrounds the subject has centred on the perception that Freemasons

represent a secret society with sinister aims and objectives that has wielded a powerful but

unseen influence through history. Its many critics have labelled it as an organisation that is

variously corrupt, manipulative, self-serving and even satanic. Those who have attempted to

defend the reputation of Freemasonry have often pointed out that it can be more realistically

regarded as not so much a secret society as a fraternal society that has its own secrets.

Advocates of Freemasonry argue that the secrecy surrounding its rituals and meetings is

mainly limited to codes of recognition within what its members call the ‘Craft’.Freemasonry is a

global phenomenon and examples of Masonic-type groups can be found throughout the world.

Many view Freemasonry as holding high moral aims and ideals. Membership is potentially

open to anyone over the age of 21 with a belief in a supreme being. However, in order to

become a Freemason, candidates must be nominated and vetted by existing Freemasons. For

the critics of Freemasonry this process is indicative of the elitism and protectionism that is the

true nature of the order.Perhaps one of the most puzzling and perplexing aspects of

Freemasonry is the way in which it defines itself. During initiation ceremonies candidates are

commonly asked the ritual question, ‘What is Freemasonry?’ The answer generally given is, ‘A

peculiar system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols’. Freemasonry also

states that its three grand founding principles are ‘brotherly love, relief and truth’. Entrants to

Masonic societies are very often required to progress through a series of ceremonies in which

the mysteries of the Craft are revealed to them before they reach the rank of Master Mason.

The circumstances and content of these rituals have led many, both within and outside

Freemasonry, to question how they began and what meanings they contain.It is often claimed

that Freemasonry is the oldest surviving secret society in the world and the numerous beliefs

about its beginnings seem to point towards ancient and esoteric origins. The origins of

Freemasonry are obscure and uncertain but a body of different theories has emerged in an

attempt to answer the seemingly fundamental and basic question of how the Craft began. It

has been variously argued that it derives from the practices of medieval stonemasons, that it

dates to events surrounding the construction of the Temple of Solomon and that it is connected

to ancient Mystery Cults. One of the major and often disputed claims made for Freemasonry is

that it is directly linked to the Knights Templar. Best-selling books The Holy Blood and the Holy

Grail and more recently Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code have linked Freemasonry to a

supposed secret order known as the Priory of Sion which is the guardian of the true nature of

the Holy Grail. Freemasonry also features heavily in Brown’s novels Angels and Demons and

The Solomon Key.The earliest written documentary evidence of Freemasonry dates mainly

from the sixteenth century although some have claimed references to it can be found in older

texts. The creation of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717 is often seen as a major turning

point or event in the history of Freemasonry as the order became more visible to a wider public

for the first time. It has been argued that Freemasonry has played an important role in the



shaping of American society and it is known that a number of key figures in American history

such as George Washington and Benjamin Franklin were themselves Freemasons.Some have

claimed that Freemasonry also influenced the French Revolution and draw parallels between

the slogan ‘Liberty, Equality, Fraternity’ and its own three grand founding principles. On a more

sinister level it has been claimed in recent years that the Victorian serial killer Jack the Ripper

was a Freemason and the brotherhood has been linked to organised crime. However, it is

perhaps less well known that many thousands of Freemasons were amongst those persecuted

and killed by the Nazis during the Second World War. Adolf Hitler attacked the Freemasons in

Mein Kampf and considered them to be enemies of the Nazi party. Its members were barred

from holding public office and arrested and interned in concentration camps as political

prisoners.
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surrounds the subject has centred on the perception that Freemasons represent a secret
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of the order.Perhaps one of the most puzzling and perplexing aspects of Freemasonry is the

way in which it defines itself. During initiation ceremonies candidates are commonly asked the

ritual question, ‘What is Freemasonry?’ The answer generally given is, ‘A peculiar system of

morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols’. Freemasonry also states that its three

grand founding principles are ‘brotherly love, relief and truth’. Entrants to Masonic societies are

very often required to progress through a series of ceremonies in which the mysteries of the

Craft are revealed to them before they reach the rank of Master Mason. The circumstances

and content of these rituals have led many, both within and outside Freemasonry, to question

how they began and what meanings they contain.It is often claimed that Freemasonry is the

oldest surviving secret society in the world and the numerous beliefs about its beginnings

seem to point towards ancient and esoteric origins. The origins of Freemasonry are obscure

and uncertain but a body of different theories has emerged in an attempt to answer the

seemingly fundamental and basic question of how the Craft began. It has been variously

argued that it derives from the practices of medieval stonemasons, that it dates to events

surrounding the construction of the Temple of Solomon and that it is connected to ancient

Mystery Cults. One of the major and often disputed claims made for Freemasonry is that it is

directly linked to the Knights Templar. Best-selling books The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail

and more recently Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code have linked Freemasonry to a supposed

secret order known as the Priory of Sion which is the guardian of the true nature of the Holy

Grail. Freemasonry also features heavily in Brown’s novels Angels and Demons and The

Solomon Key.The earliest written documentary evidence of Freemasonry dates mainly from the



sixteenth century although some have claimed references to it can be found in older texts. The

creation of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717 is often seen as a major turning point or event

in the history of Freemasonry as the order became more visible to a wider public for the first

time. It has been argued that Freemasonry has played an important role in the shaping of

American society and it is known that a number of key figures in American history such as

George Washington and Benjamin Franklin were themselves Freemasons.Some have claimed

that Freemasonry also influenced the French Revolution and draw parallels between the

slogan ‘Liberty, Equality, Fraternity’ and its own three grand founding principles. On a more

sinister level it has been claimed in recent years that the Victorian serial killer Jack the Ripper

was a Freemason and the brotherhood has been linked to organised crime. However, it is

perhaps less well known that many thousands of Freemasons were amongst those persecuted

and killed by the Nazis during the Second World War. Adolf Hitler attacked the Freemasons in

Mein Kampf and considered them to be enemies of the Nazi party. Its members were barred

from holding public office and arrested and interned in concentration camps as political

prisoners.In more recent times Masonic-type groups such as P2 in Italy have been involved in

corruption scandals that have perpetuated the image of Freemasonry as a secretive and self-

serving network involved in nefarious activities. Conversely, many Freemasons have pointed to

their charitable work, collecting money for a number of causes, and their tradition of scholarly

research and education as important and positive aspects of their organisations. Freemasonry

can boast many famous and distinguished members throughout its history, ranging from

Mozart and Sir Isaac Newton to Sir Winston Churchill and Buzz Aldrin in the twentieth century.

Freemasonry has played an important and often little-known role in the shaping of Western

culture and, in this sense at least, its development can credibly be claimed to represent

something of a secret history.What is Freemasonry?Attempting to answer the basic question of

what Freemasonry actually is and the associated one of how it originated has proved a

surprisingly complex and difficult task for both Masons and non-Masons alike. In 1984,

following a flurry of interest in the Brotherhood, a leaflet was produced by Freemasons and

issued by a group with the slightly Pythonesque title of the ‘Board of General Purposes’. The

leaflet, entitled What Is Freemasonry?, describes Freemasonry as: one of the world’s oldest

secular fraternal societies… a society of men concerned with spiritual values. Its members are

taught its precepts by a series of ritual dramas, which follow ancient forms and use

stonemason’s customs and tools as allegorical guides.(The Craft, John Hamill, p.12).
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William Platts, “Five Stars. Good Item Good price Good Service.”

steve p, “EXCDELLENT. THIS IS A GREAT BOOK FOR ANY FREEMASON TO READ, I

HIGHLY RECOMMEND IT. GREAT READ AND GREAT KNOWLEDGE THANKS”

william d thomson, “freemasonary. great book as i ve just become a mason .and helps me with

some of the words and signs great”

The book by Giles Morgan has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 12 people have provided feedback.
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